Ultrasound examination before amniocentesis and success of culture in genetic referrals. Six years' experience in Cape Town.
Our experience in Cape Town shows that ultrasound examination is of great benefit when amniocentesis is performed to obtain amniotic fluid cells for metaphase plates from patients at risk of carrying a fetus with a genetic disorder. Data taken over a period of 6 years show that the number of blood-contaminated fluid specimens decreases significantly when patients are scanned before amniocentesis is performed. The presence of blood in the fluid increases the possibility that cells will not grow in culture. There was no evidence to suggest that ultrasound examination inhibited amniotic fluid cell growth in culture.